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having a surface for winding the length of flexible memh^r 
around, wherein the second end of the flexible member passes 
through the second access hole and wherein the fn^t end of 
flexible member passes through the first access/hole of the 
container; 

a foot plate secured to an exterior of the base of the container, the foot plate 
having a generally horizontal surface extendingrbelow the base of the 
container beyond the side wall so that fotde may be applied to the 
horizontal surface for stabilizing the dev/tee as the spool is rotated and 
when the spool is being removed from the container , the footplate 
further including mounting hole^wnich extend through the foot plate 
for mounting the device; anc 
[a retainer releasably coupled t(/the container for holding the spool within 
the container when the device is mounted in a horizontal orientation, 
wherein the retainer includes a locking rim which surrounds and 
releasably engages the rim of the container to releasably couple the 
retainer to/the container, and wherein the retainer includes an 
overlapping edge which protrudes over the interior of the container to 
overlap a portion of the top of the spool to hold the spool within the 
itainer; and] 

mean^for rotating the spool within the container. 



16. The device of claim 1 wherein t 

about [the] a perimeter oJUbe-'tontainer. 




es are spaced equidistantly 



5 



17. A device for storing an elongate flexible memberhayi 

and a second end, the device comprising: ^^^^ 



ngth, a first end 
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a container having a base, a cylindrical sidewall, and a first access hole 

defined [by] through the side wall; 
a spool disposed within the container free from attachmenHo the container, 
the spool comprising: 

a bottom freely resting within the contam€r, a top having a second 
access hole extending therethrough , and a column vertically 
mounted between the *3tff0fbottom independent of the base, 
the column having a stfrfecefgr winding the length of flexible 
member around^/wRefein the second end of the flexible 
member passes'through the second access hole and wherein the 
first end ofihe flexible member passes through the first access 
hole ofthe container; 
means for rotatnfg the spool within the container; and 
means for plaining the spool vertically and concentrically within the 
ftainer free from attachment to the container so that the spool may 
removed fr om the container as one piece. 

A device for storing an elongate flexible member having a length, a first end 
a second end, the device comprising: 

a bucket having a base, a cylindrical siddWall integrally extending upward 
from the base, a first access hole /defined by] extending through the 
sidewall, and a handle coupled t/the sidewall for carrying the bucket 
so that the sidewall of the bucket is substantially upstanding; 
a spool disposed within the buckets/the spool comprising: 

a bottom having a round bottom plate and bearing means coupled to 
the bottom plate /for freely resting and supporting the spool 
upon the base s/that the spool is free from attachment within 
the bucket to Allow the spool to be rotated within the bucket 
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and to allow the spool to be lifted and removed from the 
bucket, a round top plate having a seccmd access hole extending 
therethrough, and a column vertically mounted between the 
round top plate and the round bottom plate independent of the 
base, the column having an out^r surface for winding the length 
of flexible member around, wherein the round top plate and the 
round bottom plate retain [retains] the elongate flexible 
member concentrically a/ound the outer surface of the column 
when the spool is wimin the bucket and when the spool is 
removed from the femcket and wherein the sidewall engages 
peripheral edges o/both the round top and bottom plates of the 
spool to concentrically and vertically retain the spool within the 
bucket during rotation of the spool, wherein the second end of 
flexible menper passes through the second access hole and 
wherein th/first end of flexible member passes through the first 
access hofe of the bucket; and 
means for rotating th£ spool within the bucket to wind the flexible member 
around the {Column. 

19. The device of claim^wherein the elongate flexible member is a cord and 

wherein the first and second access holes have a circumference large enough to receive the 
cord through the first and second access holes . 

— 

22. The device of claim^g wherein the column further includes a cavity bounded 
by the outer surface extending from the outer surface to the second access hole, wherein the 
second end of the flexible member [passes] extends through the cavity and through the 
second access hole and wherein the first end of the flexible member [passes] extends 
therethrough the first access hole of the bucket. * 



f 
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24. The device of claim W wherein the means for rotating the spool [bearing 

means] comprises: 

[a bearing unit having a top race secured to the bottom plate, a bottom race 
resting upon the base of the bucket, and bearing balls therebetween.] 

a bearing unit between the bottom of the spool and the base of the bucket 
[container]; and 

a crank secured to the top plate of the spool. 

The device of claim / j^wherein the first access hole of the bucket comprises 
an elongate slot extending through and along a substantial length of [along] the side wall 
of the bucket from near the bottom plate to near the top plate of the spool to permit the 
flexible member to be wou nd substantially around the entire outer surface of the column. 

■ 

The device of claim M further including a foot plate secured to an exterior 
the base of the bucket, wherein the footplate has a substantially horizontal portion extending 
beyond the sidewall so as to permit force to be applied to the foot plate for stabilizing the 
bucket during rotation of the spool. 

m. The device of claim is wherein the top plate comprises a generally flat disk and 
wherein [the disk defines] the second access hole extends through the disk . 

A device for storing an elongate flexible member having a length, a first end and a 
second end, the device comprising: 

a bucket having a base, a cylindrical sidewall and a hole extending through 
the sidewall; 

a spool disposed within the bucket, the spool comprising: 
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a top plate having a top surface, a bottom surface, and a hole 
extending through the top plate from the top surface to the 
bottom surface; 
a bottom plate having a top surface and a bottom surface; 
a tube vertically mounted between the top plate and the bottom plate 
independent of the base and concentric with the hole in the top 
plate and having one end secured to the top surface of the 
bottom plate and the other end secured to the bottom surface 
of the top plate, the tube having an outer surface for winding 
the length of the flexible member around and a cavity enclosed 
by the outer surface extending from the outer surface to the 
hole of the top plate; 
a bearing member secured to the bottom surface of the bottom plate and 
freely resting upon but not attached to the base of the bucket to allow 
the spool to be rotated within the bucket and to allow the spool to be 
lifted and removed from the bucket, and 
means coupled to the top plate for rotating the spool within the bucket, 
wherein the sidewall engages peripheral edges of the top plate and the 
bottom plate of the spool to concentrically and vertically retain the 
spool within the bucket during rotation of the spool and wherein the 
first end of the flexible member passes through the hole of the bucket, 
the length of the flexible member winds around the outer surface of 
the tube and the second end of the flexible member passes through the 
cavity and through the hole in the top plate of the spool 

A device for storing an elongate flexible member having a length, a first end 



and second end, the device comprising: 
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a container having a base, a sidewall and a first access hole [defined by] 

extending through the sidewall; 
a spool disposed within the container, the spool including: 

a bottom freely resting upon but not attached to the base of the 
container to allow the spool to be rotated within the container 
and to allow the spool to be lifted and removed from the 
container; 

a top having a second access hole extending therethrough : and 
a column vertically mounted between the top and the bottom 
independent of the base, the column having an outer perimeter 
for winding the length of flexible member around, wherein the 
first end of the flexible member passes through the second 
access hole, the length of the flexible member winds around the 
column and the second end of the flexible member passes 
through the first access hole of the container; 
a footplate fixedly coupled to an exterior of the base of the container, 
wherein the footplate includes a substantially horizontal portion which 
extends beyond the sidewall of the container for stabilizing the 
container during rotation of the spool; and 
means for rotating the column within the container. 




